
Sign-up for the Electronic Newsletter & Updates 
Want to receive the bi-annual newsletter and updates electronically?  Send an email to 

mcleancountyswcd@gmail.com  with your name, address, and email and we will added you to the list! 

requesting your electronic copy. 

SWCD Board Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at our office. 
Call for any changes or details. 

The McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, religion, color, 
gender, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status or disability.  This policy covers all programs, services and 

procedures of the District, including employment. 
 

The USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 

2015 Plat Books  
The 2015 Plat Books are available! 
There is a charge of $35. Credit 

Cards are now accepted, a 2.75% 
surcharge will be applied to card 

charges. 

MCLEAN COUNTY 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

SWCD Annual Meeting & Elections 
     McLean County Soil & Water Conservation District will hold their annual meeting and elections on February 
10, 2016 at the SWCD office (USDA Service Center) 402 N. Kays Drive, Normal at 7:30 a.m..  Coffee and 

Doughnuts will be served.  Please RSVP to 309-452-0830 ext. 3 by Friday, February 5, 2016.       
     A local 5 member board of elected McLean County residents directs the work of the SWCD. The task of the 

Board is to oversee the operation of the District and to provide direction for its services. This year, Irvin Bane 
of Bellflower and Sally Breese of Lexington are up for re- election. 

     You are already a partner through federal, state, and county taxes. You give financial support to the work 
of the SWCD and NRCS locally. Your tax dollars used by this office in our county last year have saved 

thousands of tons of productive soil, sustained wildlife habitat, provided seedling trees, stocked fish ponds and 
offered water quality protection. 

Local support and input is essential for success of the SWCD and NRCS conservation efforts. Take advantage 
of the professional services offered to help you make good use of conservation practices.  

     The McLean County SWCD would like to welcome Eric McTaggart to the 
county.  Through the NRCS reorganization plan Eric was selected to be the District 

Conservationist overseeing Mclean and Livingston County.  He grew up in Iroquois 
County on a grain farm located west of Gilman.  He attended Illinois State 

University earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture Business.  Eric has been with 
NRCS for 13 years and has worked Logan, Pike, Kendall, and Livingston Counties 

during that time.  He currently lives in Pontiac with his wife Cory and his two 
daughters Molly and Megan.   

Welcome NRCS District Conservationist 

    After close to 4 years of service to McLean County SWCD, Ross Fogle will be 

leaving the office to pursue a new position. Ross left a few words to all district 

cooperators: “There are truly no words to describe my appreciation for the people I 

have worked with in McLean County. I have had the opportunity to work with some of 

the greatest conservation minded individuals in the State, and for that I am grateful! 

Though I am very excited to have this new opportunity I will miss working with all of 

you.” Ross begins his new career with Illinois Pheasants Forever as their Regional 

Representative. 

Farewell to SWCD Resource Conservationist 

SWCD Board of Directors 
Mike Kelley( Lexington) 

Chairman 
Sally Breese (Lexington) 

Vice Chairman 
Mikel Fonger (McLean) 

Treasurer 
Irvin Bane (Bellflower) 

Director 
Beverly Miller (Danvers) 

Director 
 

SWCD Staff 
Stephanie Musselman 

Administrative Coordinator 
Jackie Kraft 

Watershed Coordinator 

Facebook.com/mcleancountyswcd 
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adopt cover crops, so they 
allocated a $25,000 grant for 

farmland impacted by the pipeline 
construction. Because of this 

partnership we offered $35 dollars 
per acre to any land impacted by 

the pipeline in 2015. Unless the 
landowner had previously planned 

for cover crops to be planted after 
pipeline installation there would be 

no compensation from the pipeline 
company to help with cover crop 

costs. 

     Our mission was a success with  
185.70 acres planted to cover 

McLean County Soil & Water Conservation District Newsletter 

Pipeline Cover Crop Incentive Program 

T his year excessive rainfall 
brought many conservation 

challenges to McLean County, but 
some also dealt with the issue of 

the Pipeline construction. Many felt 
the pipeline began when conditions 

were too wet, resulting in 
irreversible soil destruction. 

Concerns and complaints were 
expressed to pipeline staff, 

however construction continued. 
After the pipeline was completed 

many were disheartened with the 

end result and looking for ways to 
help restore their land.  

     Cover crops have the reputation 
to aid in retaining nutrients, 

decreasing soil erosion and 
reduc ing compact ion.  Th is 

conservation tool seemed to be a 
realistic and economical approach 

to break the compaction and 
prevent erosion on the pipeline. 

McLean County Soil and Water 
Conservation District began looking 

for opportunities to help promote 
good stewardship and introduce 

people to new conservation 

concepts. Syngenta saw the value 
in helping landowners and farmers 

crops on 31 farms. Many others had 
hope of trying this practice in 2015, 

but because of various reasons 
chose to wait until 2016. The district 

does plan to offer this again for 
2016 and will release more details 

at an upcoming meeting. Without the 
help of Syngenta and The Nature 

Conservancy this program would 
not have been possible. 

     The 72nd Annual Meeting of the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation district began at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 at the USDA Service Center, Normal, IL.  District Board Members present were Mike 

Kelley, Sally Breese, and Beverly Miller.  District employees present were Jackie Kraft, Ross Fogle, and Stephanie 
Musselman.  NRCS employees in attendance were Kent Bohnhoff, Matt Bell, and Debbie Clairmont.  There were also 

5 individuals present of the public. 
     Chairman Mike Kelley began the meeting with introductions of the Board Members, District personnel, and 

NRCS personnel.  Beverly Miller made a motion to approve the financials, Sally Breese seconded.  Motion 
passed.   

     Mike Kelley then began elections.  Mike Kelley and Mikel Fonger were up for re-election.  Nominations 
were called from the floor, none were given.  Lynn Rader made a motion to re-elect Mike Kelley and Mikel 

Fonger, Mike Killian seconded.  Motion carried.  Mike Kelley and Mikel Fonger were re-elected for a two-
year term. 

     Sally Breese motioned to adjourn the meeting, Beverly Miller seconded, motion carried.  The Annual 

Meeting concluded at 7:46 a.m. 

2015 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Soil Fertility and 

Pest Management Consulting 

Don Brucker 

31112 N. 3360 East Rd. 

Chenoa, IL 61726 

Office: (815)945-7076 

Cell: (217) 249-2613 
 

 

 

Email: don@soilbalance.com 

Website: www.soilbalance.com 

Cover Crop Event at Lexington Community Center 
     Syngenta and McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District will be sponsoring a cover crop meeting on 
March 31, 2016 at the Lexington Community Center, Lexington, IL.  Registration starts at 9:00 a.m. and meeting 

begins at 9:30 a.m.  Lunch will be provided.  Hear from Jim Isermann, cover crop expert,  Syngenta, and a farmer 
panel on successes with cover crops.  A special incentive program will also be offered for individuals affected by 

pipeline construction.  Please RSVP by March 25 to (309)452-0830 ext 3 or McLeanCountySWCD@gmail.com. 
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Quail and Upland Game Alliance 

JARROD BOYLE                     3874 INDIAN TRAIL ROAD 
MOBILE 309-825-7332                              SAYBROOK, ILLINOIS 61770 

 

Next Meeting: March 10th 6:30 p.m. at Davis Lodge  

Become a member! Check out the Friends of EverBloom 

website: www.friendsofeverbloom.com 

 

Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. Equal Housing Lender. 

2005 Jacobssen Drive, Suite C   Normal, IL 61761   (800) 247-3353 

Nathan Ehrhardt 

Daniel Guth Bob Wettstein 

Keith Detwiler 

HUMPHREYS 
Tiling & Excavating, Inc. 

By: Jerry Johnson 

Jeremy Wilson, CCA 
Independent Sales Representative for 
Pioneer    brand products and 
PHI    Insurance Services 
 
 
Wilson Seed 
306 Riley Dr. 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
(309)846-1904 Cell 
Jeremy.wilson@plantpioneer.com 

® 
® 

     Hello McLean County! Thank you 
for this opportunity to talk about 

Quail and Upland Game Alliance 

(QUGA)! The Quail and Upland Game 
Alliance was formed to promote the 

establishment, restoration and 

maintenance of quail and upland 
game habitat. With the help of 

members, landowners and 

government grants, QUGA makes 

full use of manpower, funds, 
materials, equipment and natural 

resources for optimal results. 
     Increasing habitat boosts quail 

and all upland game populations, 

which in turn benefits the overall 
health of the environment. 

Creating an early understanding 
of quail habitat preservation 

within an ecological context is 
essential to instilling a lifelong 

appreciation for wildlife and the 
environment as a whole. That’s 

why youth education is an 

Friends of EverBloom 
McLean County Sportsmen’s Association 

25th Annual Wild Game Banquet 

Saturday, February 6, 2016 

Interstate Center, Route 9 west. 

 
Doors open at 2:30 p.m.  

Dinner served at 4:30 p.m.  
Tickets are $35 in advance, $40 at the door.  
 

Proceeds support local children’s charities. 

 

Advance tickets available at:  

Darnall Gun Range, Smiley’s Sports Shop, 
Chuck’s Harley Davidson, Wired 2 Fish, 

Erickson’s Auto Service, Darnall Printing Inc.   

  
For more information visit: 

 www.mcleancountysportsmen.org  

Wild Game Banquet 

important part of what we do at 

QUGA.  

     QUGA offers a USDA approved 

seed program for all your CRP, 
Cost-Share assistance through 

IDNR grant funding for habitat 
establishment, mid-contract 

management strip disking, 
chemical spraying, prescribed 

burning, mowing and brushy cover 
removal. QUGA also offers a Food 

Plot seed program, youth 
involvement, guided hunts and 

more.   

     We are proud of our 
organizational structure, which 

empowers chapters to make their 
own decisions and maintain their 

own budgets. This system enables 
each chapter to perform in the way 

that best benefits its community’s 
use of funding and other resources. 

The Quail and Upland Game 

Alliance  maintains chapters 
throughout the Midwest. If you would 

like more information on forming a 
chapter or becoming a member, 

please contact Jerry Johnson, 
Executive Director at 812/535-2272 

or bobwhite@psci.net. Visit us at 

www.quga.org and on Facebook. 

     Friends of EverBloom, along with McLean County 
Sportsmen’s Association and IL Department of Natural 

Resources, will be hosting a Boating Safety Education 
Class on March 5th 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. at Davis Lodge. 

This will be an instructor-led class ending with an exam.  
Avanti’s lunch will be provided.  For more information, 

contact Jerry Martoglio 309-826-0930 

Boating Safety Class 

mailto:bobwhite@psci.net
http://www.quga.org
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McLean County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Normal, IL 61761 

(309) 452-0830 

www.McLeanCountySWCD.com 

402 N. Kays Drive 

104 Summer Dr.  MOBILE 309-275-4685 
Farmer City, IL 61842  FAX 309-928-9241 

MARVIN K. “SKIP” DOVEL 

Specializing in Surface Drains 

NON PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 253 

Bloomington IL 
61701 

Williamson Farm Drainage II, LLC. 

Farm Drainage 

Tile Repairs 

Septic System Installation 

Septic Inspections 

701 W. Randolph St. Heyworth, IL 61745 

Dale Williamson  309-275-3001  

309-828-9300 


